
**Can the Resource Curse be Lifted?**
Cato Unbound, 2008

The Resource Curse: A Challenge for Development

The resource curse refers to the paradox that countries with an abundance
of natural resources often experience slower economic growth and worse
development outcomes than countries with fewer resources. This
phenomenon has been observed in many countries around the world,
including Nigeria, Angola, and Venezuela.

There are a number of factors that can contribute to the resource curse.
One factor is the Dutch disease, which occurs when a country's natural
resource exports lead to an appreciation of its currency. This can make it
more difficult for other industries to compete on the global market. Another
factor is the volatility of natural resource prices. When prices are high,
countries can experience a boom in government revenue. However, when
prices fall, countries can experience a sharp decline in revenue, which can
lead to economic instability.
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The resource curse can have a devastating impact on development. It can
lead to poverty, inequality, and conflict. In some cases, it can even lead to
the collapse of the state.

Can the Resource Curse be Lifted?

There is no easy answer to the question of whether or not the resource
curse can be lifted. However, there are a number of things that can be done
to mitigate its effects.

One important step is to diversify the economy. This can reduce the
country's dependence on natural resource exports and make it less
vulnerable to price fluctuations. Another important step is to create a stable
and transparent regulatory environment for the natural resource sector.
This can help to attract foreign investment and ensure that the country
benefits from its natural resources.

In addition, it is important to invest in education and human capital. This
can help to create a more skilled workforce and reduce poverty. It is also
important to promote good governance and accountability. This can help to
reduce corruption and ensure that the country's resources are used for the
benefit of all citizens.

The resource curse is a challenge for development, but it can be overcome.
By diversifying the economy, creating a stable and transparent regulatory
environment for the natural resource sector, investing in education and
human capital, and promoting good governance and accountability,
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countries can mitigate the effects of the resource curse and achieve
sustainable development.

Read the full article here.
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