
Unveiling the Unsung Heroine: Belle Da Costa
Greene's Journey From Prejudice To Privilege
A Testament to Perseverance and Triumph

In the annals of history, the names of many extraordinary individuals who
have overcome adversity to achieve greatness are often overshadowed by
the more prominent figures of their time. One such unsung heroine is Belle
Da Costa Greene, an African American woman who ascended through the
ranks of prejudice and privilege to become one of the most influential art
librarians in American history.

Her journey, chronicled in the captivating new book "Belle Da Costa
Greene: Journey From Prejudice To Privilege," is a testament to her
indomitable spirit, her unwavering determination, and her profound love for
art.
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Belle Da Costa Greene was born into a world of racial segregation and
inequality in the late 19th century. Her father, Richard T. Greene, was a
prominent African American minister, and her mother, Cornelia Kissam, was
white. Belle's bi-racial heritage subjected her to prejudice from both white
and black society.

Growing up in Washington, D.C., Belle found solace in the realm of art and
literature. She immersed herself in books and became an avid art collector,
despite her family's modest means. Her passion for art and her desire for
knowledge propelled her to pursue a career in the field.

Breaking Barriers at the Morgan Library

In 1917, Belle Da Costa Greene applied for a position at the Pierpont
Morgan Library in New York City. Despite being the only African American
applicant, she was hired as a junior librarian. This marked a significant
breakthrough for an African American woman in the elite world of art
librarianship.

At the Morgan Library, Belle's brilliance and dedication quickly became
apparent. She excelled in her responsibilities and impressed the library's
director, Junius S. Morgan. Her tireless efforts led to her promotion to
assistant librarian and, eventually, to the position of curator of prints and
drawings.

Championing Diversity and Inclusion

As curator, Belle Da Costa Greene played a pivotal role in shaping the
Morgan Library's collection. She sought out and acquired works by artists
from diverse backgrounds, including African American artists such as
Charles White and Jacob Lawrence. Her commitment to diversity and



inclusion was groundbreaking at a time when the art world was dominated
by white male artists.

Belle's influence extended far beyond the Morgan Library. She served as a
mentor to aspiring African American artists and librarians, and she used her
platform to advocate for equal opportunities for all.

A Legacy of Empowerment and Inspiration

Belle Da Costa Greene's legacy continues to inspire generations of artists,
librarians, and scholars. Her journey serves as a reminder that prejudice
and privilege can be overcome through perseverance, determination, and a
deep-seated belief in oneself.

"Belle Da Costa Greene: Journey From Prejudice To Privilege" unveils the
untold story of this remarkable woman who achieved extraordinary success
against all odds. It is a book that not only chronicles her remarkable life but
also celebrates her invaluable contributions to the world of art and
librarianship.

Additional Resources:

* [Belle Da Costa Greene: Journey From Prejudice To Privilege]
(https:///book) * [The Morgan Library & Museum]
(https://www.themorgan.org/) * [The Art Institute of Chicago]
(https://www.artic.edu/) * [National Gallery of Art](https://www.nga.gov/) *
[Metropolitan Museum of Art](https://www.metmuseum.org/)
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